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Signs to watch for towards the Start of the Tribulation 

      William J.D. Shaw   updated: Nov 10, 2021 

 

 1. Introduction  

 

 The Bible tells us first generally how the world changes as the Tribulation approaches. 

People become more and more evil, angry and hateful. Love in many grows cold. Lawlessness 

grows quickly throughout the world. Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions become more frequent 

and in a wider range of locations.  We need to watch for the formation of the One World 

Government and the One World Economy.   

 The Days of Sorrow become more severe as the time of the start of the Tribulation draws 

nearer.  The White horse is a righteous Nation that keeps evil in check  and today it is fading while 

the Red horse of wars  and taking peace from the world is increasing.  The Black horse is just 

appearing which is famine and the Pale horse which is death has not as yet appeared.  The 

combination of the Red, Black and Pale horses will continue together to grow in their effect in 

killing people and making life more and more difficult  as time evolves.  The Bible tells us that just 

before the Tribulation starts the entire world population will be reduced by 25%.  That means that 

roughly 2 billion people will be killed by the three horses, which in fact are the first three plagues of 

God sent upon the world, occurring in the Days of Sorrow.  Note that God’s people are not protected 

until just before the fourth plague that occurs at the start of the Tribulation period. We are not told 

of the time duration occurring through the times of Sorrow. That means we need to watch carefully 

for various signs in order to obtain a rough feel as to the length of time left before the start of the 

Tribulation. Recognize that the wrath of God is here no and has started to come down upon the 

whole world.  The wrath of God is also called the Days of God and it has been continually told 

throughout the Bible that it will come upon the world in the end times.  We are now living in the end 

times.  

 We need to watch and recognize God’s wrath as it comes upon the world and what scripture 

tells us of the times of sorrow in order to obtain a feeling as to how close we are to the start of the 

Tribulation and to correct ourselves if we are not walking according to God’s way.     

To summarize in general terms: 

1. People become angry, hateful and evil grows 

2. Lawlessness grows throughout the world 

3. Deception and false teachers grow. 

4. Increase in earthquakes and volcanic activity 

5. Peace being taken from the world 

6. Increase of Famine and cost of food 

7. Increasing of Wars 

8. Ezekiel’s war 

9. Major increase of death throughout the world from war, famine and disease 

10. Formation of One World System, everyone forced to accept the One World 

Economy right at the start of the Tribulation 
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11. A seven year pact of protection with Israel coming into place right at the 

beginning of the Tribulation 

 

 Today we see peace suddenly being taken from the world with anger and hate and evil 

growing throughout the world.  There are earthquakes and volcanic activity has become more 

prevalent. We see false teachers, we see lawlessness recently rise up throughout the entire world, 

it appears that famine is just starting as a result of weather changes and we continually have wars 

throughout the world and major ones appear to be on the verge of increasing. Recognize God 

controls the weather and the world.  

 

2. Important  Milestones  coming 

 The Bible gives us some information that we cannot miss that will occur prior to the start of 

the Tribulation. 

 The first indicator is that peace will be taken from the world.  We currently are two years 

into experiencing this and it continues to grow.  No one would have ever thought it possible in our 

free and prosperous world that it could be turned upside down so quickly. Hatred is growing and 

dictorial governments are enforcing draconian measures with logic and rational thinking being 

thrown away. 

 A second indicator will be growing and severe world wide famine. Cops will be failing due to 

drought, fire, flooding and insect behaviour. Possibly fertilizer shortage or cost, supply chain 

breakdown and also government policies. It appears this has initially started.  

   A third general indicator will be cumulative world population deaths as these will 

dramatically grow over time, accelerating towards the start of the Tribulation.  The crude graph 

below shows what to watch for along with a perspective of normal world conditions of death and 

births.  The current world population is approaching 8 billion, therefore ¼ of it will be roughly 2 

billion deaths ahead of the start of the Tribulation. 

A fourth indicator will be one of a specific current day Church being persecuted throughout 

the world starting three years before the start of the Tribulation. The most likely Church to first be 

singled out for persecution will be the Seventh Day Adventist Church as a result of its high profile 

and being identified as keeping the seventh day Sabbath and also keeping the ten 

commandments. 

   Fifth is the occurrence of Ezekiel’s war where specific nations come against Israel and 

God intervenes using natural catastrophic occurrences to protect Israel. This can take place 

anywhere from roughly 7 years before the start of the Tribulation up to and just before the 

Tribulation starts.   

 

The deaths today from Covid 19, is roughly 2 Million, these are generally insignificant 

compared to first the normal yearly world deaths of 60 Million and especially in comparison to the 

2 Billion deaths that are coming before the start of the tribulation.  The growth rate of deaths will 

grow exponentially as the Tribulation approaches.  In other words things will accelerate in 
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occurrence over time as the Tribulation approaches.  If one plots world wide cumulative deaths 

against time it will begin to give a rough indication of how fast the Tribulation is approaching. 

 

    ↑ 

  World Cumulative  

Deaths in Millions 

 I                 2 Billion or  2,000 M 

             I x 

 I               1 B  or 1,000 M 

 I            x   

             I                                                                                             x 

 I                  500 M 

             I                                                                                      x 

             I                                                                                 x         

 I                             250 M 

             I                                                                        x 

Yearly new births  =   153 M    - - - - - - - -                x                                                  ↑  

                I                                           X                                                                                ↑ 

Today with Covid 19 added  =   62 M                                        Tribulation starts          

   Normal Yearly Deaths =  60 M    -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -                                                               I 

             I  -      -      -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - TIME        -     -     -     -     -    -     -      -     →    

                                                                           

Note that if there are currently 5 years to the start of the Tribulation, it will not become 

apparent that a major increase in deaths is occurring until 2 or 3 years from today’s date have 

elapsed. If the time is shorter than 5 years, then it will become apparent sooner, possibly after 1 or 

2 years.  

 The start of the Tribulation will be announced with terrible earthquakes and every mountain 

and Island being moved out of their current place, the heavens will shake and stars or meteorites 

will rain down on earth, the sun will be black and the moon turned blood red, there will be no 

ignoring or mistaking the announcement by God as to the start of the Tribulation.  Nearly all people 

will think the end of the earth is upon them. 
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 The effect of the covid-19 is acting towards bringing about an accelerated move towards 

the establishment of the One World Order along with the One World Electronic Economy and One 

World Religion.  Take a look at China’s move towards electronic currency and other nations that are 

considering and trying it. A reset economic world conference was scheduled for early 2021 by the 

major world nations with whatever that will entail, likely for one thing the use of electronic money 

only, no longer cash transactions. It appears that the current USA administration is trying purposely 

to crash the dollar in order to bring about electronic money controlled by governments. Yes a 

monetary world reset.  

 

 When you see the Jewish temple being built in Jerusalem, it will likely be too late as that 

will generally occur after the Tribulation is under way. 

 

 Recognize that scripture tells us that the times of Sorrow with its 3 plagues are just a warm 

up of what is to come during the 7 plagues of God that occur through the Tribulation.  Scripture is 

directed to all people calling them to change and walk forward in obedience to God before it is too 

late.  There is no way anyone would want to go through the Tribulation, it will be much worse than 

anytime of disaster in the past.  We are to watch and pray always.  Time to change is becoming 

very short. Currently it is starting to appear that we are roughly 3 to 5 years to the start of the 

tribulation. We are warned many times in scripture of the coming Tribulation, and to change 

ourselves properly before it is upon us and it is too late.  One of the powerful warnings is given in 

Malachi Chapter 4 addressing those approaching the “Day if the Lord”,the main warning is given in 

the following scripture.  

 

Mal 4:4  Remember ye the law (Torah) of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in 
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.  
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